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Side by Side 
They lie on the table side by side, the Holy 
Bible and the TV Guide. 
One is well worn and cherished with pride – Not the Bible, 
but the TV Guide. 
One is used daily to help folks decide – No, not the Bible, but 
the TV Guide. 

As the pages are turned, what shall they see?  Oh what does 
it matter turn on the TV. 
So they open the book in which they confide – No, not the 
Bible, but the TV Guide. 
The Word of God is seldom read, maybe a verse before they 
fall into bed. 
Exhausted and sleepy and tired as can be - not from reading 
the Bible , but from watching TV. 

So back to the table, side by side, lie the Holy Bible and the 
TV guide. 

No time for prayer, no time for the Word, the plan of 
Salvation is seldom heard. 

But forgiveness for sin, so full and 
free is found in the Bible, not on 

TV. 

Author Unknown, contributed by 
Barbara Shingler 
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Making time for prayer… 

The poem contributed by Barbara prompted me to share the following 

extract from the Rev. David Wilkerson’s book – ‘The Cross and the 

Switchblade.’ (1962) I have shared this many times, but it has me 

thinking…how much time do I waste in life with trivial things?  
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God challenged David Wilkerson to give up a worldly pleasure and 

replace it with prayer.  In this case he replaced his viewing habits with 

focused prayer time and it was during these hours of thanksgiving and 

petitioning God that he was prompted to go to and start a ministry to 

the gangs of New York.   He went on to found ‘Teen Challenge’ in 1960 

an organisation that still helps young people and adults struggling with 

problems such as addiction to this day.  He also founded Times Square 

church.  The call of David through his times of prayer has saved many 

lives, both physically and spiritually, notably that of Nicky Cruz who 

went on to be a renowned evangelist. 

I wonder what would happen if I asked God to show me what I should 

‘trim’ from my life and if I could discipline myself to pray in fraction of 

the way David did…     Robin Perry 
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All Aboard 
A good few years ago God gave MDMC a vision. The vision was to 
see the church get out into the community to meet with them, serve 
them and introduce them to Jesus. Many ways to do this were 
discussed and from numerous people the idea of a double decker 
bus was mooted and talked about. In prayer we explored this idea of 
a bus and with confirmations from various places we bought the 
bus. The bus would not serve the community, nor introduce people 
to our Lord and Saviour, but it would give a space for us to use in 
various places in our community both in Market Drayton and in the 
surrounding villages to do this work. 

God is ever faithful and although it took sometime for a team of 
members from the church to do the modifications to the bus, they 
got there in the end! Sadly the bus has seen little use in the last 
couple of years and the vision of the people for it has perhaps 
dwindled a little. However in recent months God has brought it 
back to the forefront and it is now time to use it! The space is there 
to use it for so many things. How many people can't make it far 
from their homes or are in a retirement home and would love to be 
able to meet and have a cuppa and a chat outside their four walls 
but within easy access? How exciting for a child or teenager to see a 
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double decker in Market Drayton and to have a space they can use? 
The possibilities are endless. 

Here's the plea. How can you help? What are your gifts? What 
things do you enjoy or have a heart for, a group or individuals who 
you see have a need, perhaps you've spoken to someone who has 
mentioned a need in the community? For God to be able to use the 
bus He needs us as the church to get out there and reach people 
with the saving grace He has provided. When we obey God he 
doesn't just forget it, He will bless us in it and the return far out 
ways the input for us. 

Please consider how you can help, pray about it, chat to someone 
about it, the stewards, Ruth or just the person you are sat next to on 
Sunday morning. God chooses to use us for His kingdom, and that 
includes each and every person in the church. Why? Because He 
loves you and wants to be in a close relationship with you, and He 
wants this for those who don't yet know Him. Our job is to spread 
the word! 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to His power that is at work in us, to Him be the 

glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for 
ever and ever! Amen – Eph 3: 20-21 

Robin Faul 
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Circuit Celebration Weekend  

14-15th July 2018 

2018 marks 150 years since Market Drayton Wesleyan Methodist 

Circuit became a circuit in its own right, separating from the 

Whitchurch Circuit. The Primitive Methodist Circuit formed the 

following year, finally being unified under the Deed of Union in 1932. 

Whilst much has changed in 150 years, and many of the chapels are 

no longer around, Market Drayton Methodist Circuit still flourishes 

over three chapel sites in Market Drayton, Hinstock and (a new 

recruit to the circuit) Ashley.  

But buildings are not the focus of our Christian faith. We are a large 

number of Christian people who work with other churches in our area 

to fulfil our calling: to love God and our neighbour and to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Therefore this celebration weekend aims to 

do just that, to celebrate who we are, not just who we have been. In 

light of this, we are planning several events over the weekend to 

recognise our history, to be in our communities and bless them, to 

celebrate together as a family, both in fellowship and worship, and to 

promote the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

We are excited that Rev’d Steve Wild will be joining us for the 

weekend. He is District Chair of the Cornwall District and President of 

the Methodist Conference 2015/16, moreover, Steve is a passionate 

speaker and loves his Methodist heritage, so a great person to be 

joining us for the weekend! 

So, this is what it is starting to look like: 

We have been given the gallery space in the Festival Drayton Centre 

from 18
th
 June through to the end of the weekend, where we will 

display pictures from Methodism in the area. 
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Saturday 14
th

 July: 

Morning (10.30am) Rev’d Steve Wild to do a ‘walking tour’ around 

Market Drayton town centre, speaking on Methodist Heritage, whilst 

visiting some of the sites of Methodist history in the town, ending at 

Festival Drayton with an exhibition of pictures and artefacts in the gallery. 

Afternoon (various) 

Each church will host an outreach event of their own choosing. MDMC 

will host a Family Fun afternoon by the Zone on Fairfields. Ashley will 

host an event & Hinstock will open for visitors. 

Evening (6pm-9pm) 

A circuit Ceilidh at Hinstock Memorial Hall. An opportunity for the whole 

circuit to simply gather together and share in fun, food and fellowship, 

with dancing if you’re able, or just watching if you prefer!! There may be 

a small suggested donation to cover food costs. A free event, but will be 

ticketed to keep track of numbers for catering. 

Sunday 15
th

 July: 

Morning (10.30am) 

A circuit united service at MDMC with Rev Steve Wild as the guest 

preacher. 

4pm & 7.30pm 

2 ‘performances’ at Festival Drayton. Rev’s Steve Wild & Ruth Jeffries to 

host, and acclaimed comedy magician and Christian, John Archer will 

headline. These ‘shows’ will be evangelistic and so the idea is to 

encourage everyone from the churches to invite a non-Christian friend or 

family member to come along, hence why we are doing it twice, and 

maybe even buy their ticket for them. Tickets will cost £3 each or a family 

ticket (1 adult 3 children or 2 adults 2 children) will be £10 & be sold by 

Festival Drayton and will also be made generally available to the public 

(hopefully by early May). 
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