
Sunday 17th January 

Connecting church family within the 

Market Drayton Circuit; Market 

Drayton, Ashley and Hinstock, during 

the restrictions of Covid-19 

 

Market Drayton Methodist Circuit 

Newsletter 
Notices 

Job Opportunities: Englesea Brook 

Chapel and Museum is one of four Methodist 

Heritage Sites and uniquely the focal point for 

Primitive Methodism. It is a project of the 

Chester and Stoke-on-Trent Methodist 

District whose vision is to tell the Primitive 

Methodist story and interpret it for today. 

They have three new salaried posts available. 

Learning Officer, Heritage Officer and 

Administrator  

Do you have a passion for your faith and 

social justice? enjoy sharing learning? have 

an interest in social history? embrace digital 

solutions for heritage challenges? 

If you think one of these roles may be for you, 

contact us for further information. 

For an informal chat, Ruth Hilton Project 

Director Mobile: 0771 962 8393 

For an application pack, District Administrator 

Rob Glassonbury at: 

chester.stoke@btconnect.com 

Closing date for applications Friday 12th 

February at 12pm. Interviews will be by Zoom 

in week commencing 22nd February. 

 

Racial Justice: On Thursday 21st 

January at 7:30pm the Justice and Peace 

Group of Unity Methodist Church 

(Sandbach) are pleased to be hosting via 

Zoom, an evening on Racial Justice in the 

life of our churches and beyond with 

Professor Anthony Reddie, Director of the 

Oxford Centre for Religion and Culture and 

If you would like to contribute to this weekly Newsletter, please send items by Wednesday evenings to Al Savill  
Email: notices@mdmc.org.uk. send testimonies, prayers, news, notices, activities etc. 

 

Other Online Worship 
 

Truro Methodist Church 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC2XL8XC12GnrsFtWUJlbdww 

 

Wesley's Chapel London  
Live Streams at 11am Sundays 

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCUAUqhmhevz5sqhh72LIMxA  

 

Swan Bank, Burslem 
Live Streams at 10.30am and past 

services,  

www.youtube.com/user/SwanBank 

 

 

Phone Worship 
 
0808 2812514 
Free Methodist church Dial-a-prayer 
 

0808 281 2478 
Free Methodist Church Dial-the-
news 
(both updated on a Thursday) 
 
 

 

 

MD Circuit Worship 
 

Online  
 

First streaming at 10.30am 

on Sundays, then always 

available 
 

 mdmc.org.uk 

 ashleymethodist.co.uk 

 YouTube – search 

MDMC 

 

In Church  
 
MDMC & Ashley MC are 

both paused during 

January / February 

Lockdown 

Circuit Zoom Sunday Coffee Morning  
every Sunday after worship at 11.45am. All are very welcome!  

leading scholar in the practice of Black 

theology. 

Further details including a link to the 

meeting are available via 

revjeremy.unitymc@gmail.com  

 

Faith on the Frontline 

What would you do if your church was 

raided by police and Bibles made 

illegal? Despite facing hostility and 

risk, churches are growing fastest in 

nations hostile to the Gospel. 

Churches Together Shrewsbury are 

hosting an online ‘World Compassion’ 

event on 21st January. Sign up at the 

following link and you will be sent a 

link 24hours before the event starts. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/faith-

on-the-frontline-churches-together-in-

shrewsbury-tickets-132383734313 

 

A Break: Please note that Ruth is 

currently on two-weeks leave from 

work. Therefore please direct queries 

to either the Market Drayton or Ashley 

leadership teams, or contact our 

circuit administrator, Aimee Derham. 

 

Church Council: Members of 

MDMC Church Council please be 

reminded of the next meeting on 

Wednesday 20th January, 7.30pm via 

Zoom. 
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This story is of key significance in the life of the people of Israel as they were at last 

crossing the River Jordan into the land that God had promised them. The miracle of 

God’s power was moving them to find freedom and rest. The Ark of the Covenant, 

which represented the throne and presence of God was taken out into the river and 

stayed in the place of danger until everyone had passed to dry land, showing that 

the Lord himself was going ahead of his people. This miraculous event mirrors the 

crossing of the Red Sea led by Moses and serves to validate the leadership of 

Joshua. 

There are often times in our lives when we come up against our own ‘River Jordan’, 

by which I mean we feel that the promise of God is just out of reach, the answer to 

prayer just doesn’t seem to come, our faith seems dry or stagnant, and life's 

problems are stacked up so high we can see no way across. But this passage 

reminds us that nothing is impossible with God. To find the way this passage 

teaches us firstly to follow God’s lead and guidance. We are also called to 

consecrate or sanctify ourselves. That means we may need to repent of some 

things in our lives that are not in line with God’s will and plan for us and seek his 

forgiveness and wholeness. And finally it teaches us to step out in faith. The 

Israelites must have been a bit nervous stepping from dry ground as the river 

stretched before them, but nevertheless they took that step of faith and crossed 

safely to the other side. 

These verses speak of God making a way in the desert and are preceded by a 

reminder of the crossing of the Red Sea and the River Jordan: "Thus says 

the Lord,  who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out 

chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 

extinguished, quenched like a wick:  Do not remember the former things, or consider 

the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." (Isaiah 43: 

16-19)  

Fill Thou My Life 

#niteblessings 

May you have the gift of tenacity: to hold on to the One who holds on to you; to 

believe that the impossible is possible; to listen for the Voice of God above the 

clamour of everyone else and to remember that in Christ, there is always hope of a 

better tomorrow  

Malcolm Duncan 

To Ponder 

• What is your personal 'River 

Jordan'? I encourage you to declare 

the words from Isaiah 43: 16-19 as 

a promise to cross over it today. 

• Where do you need to follow 

God’s lead? For what do you need 

to ask God’s forgiveness? What first 

step of faith can you take today to 

cross 'the Jordan’? 

A Prayer for us all 

Thank you Lord for the miraculous way 

you led your people to the land of promise, 

freedom and rest. We pray today that you 

will make a way where there seems to be 

no way across the ‘Jordans’ in our own 

lives so that we will experience spiritual 

promise, freedom and rest and be able to 

say with the Psalmist, "The Lord has done 

great things for us and we are filled with 

joy" (Psalm 126:3). Amen.  

Joshua 3 : 1-17 
Early in the morning Joshua rose and set out from Shittim with all the Israelites, and 

they came to the Jordan. They camped there before crossing over. (v. 1)  

Impossible? No! 

Psalm 54 

Save me, O God, by your name, 

and vindicate me by your might. 
2Hear my prayer, O God; give ear 

to the words of my mouth. 
3For the insolent have risen 

against me, the ruthless seek my 

life; they do not set God before 

them. Selah 
4But surely, God is my helper; the 

Lord is the upholder of my life. 
5He will repay my enemies for 

their evil. In your faithfulness, put 

an end to them. 
6With a freewill offering I will 

sacrifice to you; I will give thanks 

to your name, O Lord, for it is 

good. 
7For he has delivered me from 

every trouble, and my eye has 

looked in triumph on my 

enemies. 

Fill thou my life, O Lord my God, 

in every part with praise, 

that my whole being may proclaim 

thy being and thy ways. 

 

Not for the lip of praise alone, 

nor e'en the praising heart, 

I ask, but for a life made up 

of praise in every part: 

 

Praise in the common words I speak, 

Its goings out and in 

Praise in each duty and each deed 

However small and mean 

 

Fill every part of me with praise 

Let all my being speak 

Of thee and of thy love, O Lord 

Poor though I am, and weak 

 

So shalt thou, gracious Lord, from me 

Receive the glory due 

And so shall I begin on earth 

The song forever new 

 

So shall no part of day or night 

from sacredness be free, 

but all my life, in every step, 

be fellowship with thee.  

Horatio Bonar      . 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476869483
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476869483
https://biblehub.com/niv/psalms/126.htm

