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Connecting church family within the 

Market Drayton Circuit; Market 

Drayton, Ashley and Hinstock, during 

the restrictions of Covid-19 

 

Market Drayton Methodist Circuit 

Newsletter 
Notices 

Please can you help??? 
As ‘church’ becomes more physically 

active again, there will be a number of 

roles coming up that desperately need 

filling. We are very good at letting other 

people volunteer, but perhaps you could 

seriously think about whether setting aside 

a little time in the service of God in our 

church and town is something you can do. 

Two immediate roles at MDMC that need 

help are as follows; 

Communion: Could you offer to set up 

communion at MDMC once every 3 

months? The communion team are down 

to 1 couple, and help is desperately 

needed. You would be on a rota but only 

about 4 times per year, and involves 

setting up the bread and wine before the 

service and clearing it up afterwards. 

Speak to Colin Barthorpe or one of the 

leadership team 

Flowers: Margaret Baker has started to 

provide flowers for church each week and 

is taking them out the following week to 

people in the community. She would love 

some assistance with this, whether it is 

once in a while or on a regular basis. 

Please contact her for more information. 

 

Christian Aid Week is this week- 

10th to 16th May. As Covid has restricted 

our ability to fundraise it is more important 

than ever to support them. If you are able 

 
 
 
. 

 

MD CIRCUIT WORSHIP 
 

Online 
 

First streaming at 10.30am on 

Sundays, then always available 

 mdmc.org.uk 

 ashleymethodist.co.uk 

 YouTube – search MDMC 

 

Weekly Zoom Prayer  

Thursdays, 7.30-8pm 

Meeting ID: 771 3865 0306  

Passcode: i10m9R  
 

 

In Church  
 
MDMC 
10.30am every Sunday 
 

Please book in by the Friday: 
Internet: mdmc.org.uk/calendar or 
Phone: 01630 655957 and leave a 

message with your name and a 

contact number and the names of 

those in your group/bubble who will 

also attend. 

 
Ashley MC 
10.30am 1st & 3rd Sundays 
 

 

PHONE WORSHIP 
 

0808 2812514 
Free Methodist church Dial-a-prayer 
 
 

0808 281 2478 
Free Methodist Church Dial-the-news 
(both updated on a Thursday) 

to donate you can go online to 

www.christianaid.org.uk , put your gift in the 

collection box at the back of church or place 

your donation in an envelope marked Christian 

Aid and either put it in the offering plate or 

give to Gail Ackerley. 

 

Ashley Quiz: The winner of the Ashley 

Easter quiz was Muriel and Family and £69 

was raised for the Organ Fund, which now 

totals over £2000! 

Many thanks to all who took part. 

 

MDMC Junior Church Groups  
As there seems to be some confusion, here 

are the ages/year groups for Junior Church 

Groups 

Bubbles is for children age 3 to the end of 

infant school (Yr2) 

Splash/Dynamite is for children in Junior 

School (Yr3 to Yr 6) 

Nitro is for those in year 7 and above, not just 

KS3 (held at Adastra House—opposite 

church). 

Please contact Gail if you have any questions/

worries. 

 

CAP Online Money Course will 

next be held on zoom on Mondays 14th, 21st  

& 28th June from 7.30pm - 9.00pm 

This short course helps you get to grips with 

your finances & makes managing your money 

simple. For more information or to book your 

place, please contact Ali Doulton 

at alidoulton@capjobclubs.org  

 

Ruth’s Farewell If you are able and 

willing to put towards a collection for a gift for 

Ruth, please pass your donation to Gail 

(MDMC) or Rod (Ashley).by Sunday 20th 

June.  

In addition, if anybody has photos of events 

that the churches or Ruth has been involved in 

over the last 6 years that you would be willing 

to share, please pass them to Helen Perry 

Thank you. 

#niteblessings 

May your moments be marked 
by mercy; may your heart be 

held in hope; may the Presence 
of God protect your peace; and 

in all things may you be 
reminded that The One Who 

created you cares for you 
always. May your soul be stilled 
by the grace and love of God. 

 
Malcolm Duncan 

If you would like to contribute 
to this weekly Newsletter, 

please send items by 
Wednesday evenings to  

Al Savill  
notices@mdmc.org.uk.  

Tel: 07966295413. 
Please send testimonies, 

prayers, news, notices, 
activities etc. 

http://www.mdmc.org.uk
http://www.ashleymethodist.co.uk
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77138650306?fbclid=IwAR1B778-w3GWZgDnAqUFq-X6hXjzASNTsZuRIt4kZ4Cpyur_3CO2EGlBBwY#success
http://www.christianaid.org.uk
mailto:alidoulton@capjobclubs.org
mailto:notices@mdmc.org.uk
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Cradle of Love 
Someone who had undergone a major surgical procedure spoke, part-way through their 

lengthy time of recovery and healing, of having felt “held in a cradle of love”. That feeling 

had arisen out of the knowledge that people were very much holding her in their prayers. 

In the Gospel passage Jesus prays for his disciples. Presumably one or more disciples 

heard Jesus praying and was/were able to recall his words, his feelings, and to later set 

them down in writing. All that we have in the Gospels is, of course, that which is set down 

from such memory. The memory here is of Jesus praying for them.  

The people who prayed for the woman who felt cradled in love” did not, as far as I can tell, 

pray for her to be healed and be spared the surgery. If they had done so, then their prayers 

were not precisely answered or else she wouldn’t have had the operation. The prayers were 

for her well-being and her recovery.  

When Jesus prays for his disciples, and asks for them to be protected, the obvious 

protection they need is against rejection, persecution, hatred, even death. Yet, that doesn’t 

sit easily with what Jesus has been saying to them not so long before. He has told them 

that they will experience these things. What kind of protection, then, is he praying for? 

Specifically, Jesus says that he’s not asking that they be taken out of the world, but that 

they should be protected from the evil one.  

They are to remain in the world, they are to experience challenge and danger because of 

their faith. Jesus’ prayer is they shall be protected in that they shall not lose their faith. As 

he is sanctified, set aside to serve, so they might also continue to be sanctified. That they 

be set aside, to be different in character from those who follow the ways of the world. 

Through Biblical accounts, as well as those transmitted through the centuries, we see that 

Jesus’ prayer is answered as women and men have endured all manner of treatment, but 

have remained faithful. This extends even to the present age. Consider this -  that for 

everyone whose conduct and character is so noted and remembered, there are countless 

more whose faithfulness has been constant or continues to be constant in 2021. 

It is not too much to believe that just as Jesus prayed for his disciples long ago, his prayers and hopes are that present-day disciples 

shall also be so protected. That we shall not give up, but that we shall continue in faith and faithful living. That we shall not lose our 

faith, but that we shall continue to work out our faith in this world. Might it be that as we do so, we feel as if we are “held in a cradle of 

love”. May it be so!                                                                                                      Original materials by Trevor Pratt—The Methodist Church 

Prayer  

Listening, loving, all-knowing God, we place before you the challenge we face as we seek to live a life that is truly informed by our faith. 

Around us we see selfishness, corruption, and a lack of compassion towards, or concern for, others. Power and control appear to be the 
aim of many.  

Bless us, we pray, forgive our failings, be sovereign over our lives that faith is full within us, that boldness to work to change the world is 
within us, that love of neighbour, of enemy, of all people, is our goal. 

Give peace and healing, we pray, to those who struggle to maintain their lives, and those of their families, in the current of disadvantage 
that flows from shortsighted decision-making, provision-giving. 

Give wisdom and insight, we pray, to those who work in search of medicines and treatments, that fullness of life may be the possession 
of those who are ill. 

Give wisdom of judgment and of decision, we pray, to those who govern locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. May we see a 
world of peace, of fair-trade and shared resources.  

Give wisdom and strength, vision and purpose, expertise and renewed spirit to the people of your church that the future may be faced 
with confidence and with that hope which is to be found only in you. Bless the compassionate and the just, all those who walk alongside 
those in need. 

Giving God, may we give to you all that we are and all that we might ever be. In the name of Jesus. Amen.  

Meeting ID: 834 1052 3806,   

Password: 277175 

A Prayer to Start 

May we know the presence of God as 
we worship. 

May we experience unity in Jesus as 
we worship. 
As we worship, may we be blessed. 
Amen.  

 I know that my Redeemer lives -- 
what joy the blest assurance gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
he lives, my everlasting Head! 
 
He lives, to bless me with his love; 
he lives, to plead for me above; 
he lives, my hungry soul to feed; 
he lives, to help in time of need. 
 
He lives, and grants me daily breath; 
he lives, and I shall conquer death; 
he lives, my mansion to prepare; 
he lives, to lead me safely there. 
 
He lives, all glory to his name; 
he lives, my Saviour, still the same; 
what joy the blest assurance gives, 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 

Samuel Medley (1738-1799) 

 

16th May     Ashley Robert Williams 

         MDMC Mark Savill 

         Online Mark Savill 
 

23rd May      Ashley No service 

         MDMC Helen Kirk 

         Online      Helen Kirk 

Weekly Circuit Preachers 

 Please contact your church leadership team.  

 For pastoral issues, contact; 

 Ashley—Jill Harrison  

 MDMC—Vanessa Savill  

 Hinstock—Edna Perry  

Circuit Contacts 
During Ruth’s Sabbatical (Apr-Jun) 

John 17: 9-6-19 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83410523806?pwd=SmZBQmI3K3lXM1IybzNDZnhMUU5PUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83410523806?pwd=SmZBQmI3K3lXM1IybzNDZnhMUU5PUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83410523806?pwd=SmZBQmI3K3lXM1IybzNDZnhMUU5PUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83410523806?pwd=SmZBQmI3K3lXM1IybzNDZnhMUU5PUT09

