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Message from Mark
Dear Friends,
As this edition of the Messenger comes out with the December to
February Plan, I thought I’d better at the very least mention Christmas!
However, I’m writing this article at the beginning of October and it seems
a bit early, but there you go! Christmas always has a habit of creeping up
unexpectedly and 2021 is no exception!
Having moved only a couple of months ago, as I write this article, things
have been a blur. Carolyn and I are so grateful to all those of you whom
we’ve met and the wonderful welcome we’ve received. We already feel
part of the lovely family that is Ashley & Market Drayton Methodist
Churches. I read the other day these wonderful words from Holy
Scripture,
“For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in
heaven and on earth derives its name…” (Ephesians 3:14-15 NIV) There is
simply too much to unpack in this verse to squeeze into a short article,
but suffice it to say the word ‘father’ and ‘family’ in Greek (which is native
language of the New Testament) sound similar. When we accept Christ
as our Lord and Saviour, He alone is the Way to the Father. We become
adopted into the family of God. That is the point of Jesus becoming flesh
as it says in Galatians 4 – “But when the set time had fully come, God sent
His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, that we might receive
adoption to sonship. Because you are His sons, God sent the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are
no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are His child, God made
you also an heir.” (Galatians 4:4-7 NIV)
We have the same Father. We are family. We belong together. We are
spiritual blood relatives. We stand together and through the Holy Spirit
we are sent to gather-in the rest of the family. That is what the Gospel –
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that is what Christmas – that is what life is all about – not serving
ourselves – not doing our own thing – but reaching out with the love of
the Father to share and show the mercy of Jesus to the lost, lonely and
estranged.
So please invite others you know to come and join with us as we journey
together in our relationship with God and one another. The world is
crying out to belong; to be needed; to be valued; to be acknowledged; to
be remembered. Let us remember as we gather to worship, God is in our
midst. As we look together at His Word, He speaks. He is amongst us –
His family. He saves, He heals and He transforms! ☺
So in the New Year we pause and prepare to renew our Covenant with
God. It is a powerful time of re-commitment to our Heavenly Father. I
often think of the wonderful words,
“I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you will,
rank me with whom you will…”
If you made that promise to anyone other than your Loving Heavenly
Father you’d be bonkers! The point is we are to be a people of the Good
Shepherd who is seeking the lost that they might be found. We gather
together as family to disperse to seek the lost that they might be gathered
in. We don’t huddle together as a clique – that is not Christian! Rather we
are the family of God continually reaching out, being aware of and
showing the compassion of Christ to those currently outside the family to
become part of it.
May this season be a season of in-gathering and expansion!
I finish this little article with a prayer and blessing from Scripture for you,
“I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you
with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith.”
(Ephesians 3:16-17a NIV)
Amen ☺
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A New Year, A New Messenger
Or at least that was what I promised you back in Spring 2020, but we all
know what happened then. I’m so delighted that we are back with this
edition, featuring Mark’s first message to us all.
The Messenger will now be mostly an online publication. Of course, we
will make sure that those who don’t have internet/email access will still
receive it.

Over to you! Do you have a favourite hymn, bible verse or prayer that
really speaks to you? Have you written a poem or a prayer that you would
be willing to share with us? Do you have a photo of somewhere local that
could feature on our next front cover? It would be lovely to receive a
contribution from a different member of the church family each issue. If
you would like to make a suggestion for a contribution, please email me
with your poem/prayer/hymn/bible verse.
Alongside these sections, there will be space for write-ups of events,
sharing of information and other articles, so if there is something specific
that you would like to see in the messenger (or better yet, contribute a
one-off article yourself), please let us know.
As ever, please send any questions or suggestions to me at
circuitadmin@mdmc.org.uk
Every blessing, Aimee.
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A Catch up with Kev
Kevin Lee – Youth Worker, MDMC
Outreach
Our three outreach youth clubs (Explosion, Fusion and Fireworks) continue
to be a great place to foster and develop relationships with the children and
young people of our town! About half a dozen children have “moved up”
both from Explosion to Fusion and from Fusion to Fireworks so we are
getting used to the new group dynamics! At the moment we have about a
dozen regular attenders at both Explosion and Fusion and nearly twenty at
Fireworks so after half term I will leaflet-drop the town schools to see about
boosting our numbers in our younger two clubs.
We have had some lovely comments about our provision recently. In town I
bumped into a dad of one of our (unchurched) Explosion children who
relayed the conversation they had had with their son after we had been
working through The Lord’s Prayer a line at a time and the son came home
and discussed with his parents what he does in relation to that week’s line
of the prayer! We also heard from a mum of one of our (again, unchurched)
Fireworks teenagers, who explained that her daughter is going through tricky
times at the moment, but that she loves Fireworks, looks forward to it each
week and always says such lovely things about the way that the adults treat
her in club. Fireworks gives her the opportunity to let off steam and be
herself and get back to being the person she is!
Many thanks to our current youth club volunteers – we would not be able to
provide the outreach opportunities that we do without them: Dan, Izzy,
Jacob, Jo, June, Martin, Ness and Rob.
We continue to hold Paul and Grace in our prayers and hope they continue
to improve in health and return when they can!
Special thanks to Jeannette Wanless who has now stepped down from
helping run our Explosion youth club for more years than I have! Jeannette
used to help Pauline run the club before I started in this role – she has been
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helping run Explosion for around fifteen years! That is amazing commitment
and dedication to a ministry and we will all miss her!

Ukulele Worship
Pre-Covid we held two sessions each week (Mondays 4:00-4:30pm and
Thursdays 7:30-8:00pm) for anyone to participate in ukulele worship and we
are hoping to re-start again after half-term! We will be going back to
beginner basics so if anyone would like to join us this is a great time to start
or re-start! It is a fantastic, inter-generational activity, with pensioners and
primary aged children (and all ages in between!) helping each other out and
working together to make a joyful sound to The Lord!
Schools Work
Please pray for our local schools as they attempt to find their way
through/out of Covid, juggling staff who are off with the virus and the
education of pupils in school and those who are at home with it.
The Grove is in the process of re-starting its mentoring scheme so I am
looking forward to getting back to that valuable work. I met one of my
former mentees in B&M last week and he’s now working in town and going
to become a daddy later in the year! The value of long-term relationship and
trust is hitting home in many aspects of my role at the moment!
At Longlands I have started as Chair of Governors. This is a time-consuming
role, but a valuable one that is using the good relationship I have with the
school – the pupils, the staff and the headteacher.
Once whole-school assemblies are permitted inside the schools again I hope
to get back to leading assemblies.

Discipleship
I am still loving my role serving on the junior church rota with our churched
secondary aged pupils (many thanks to Rachel and Chris who have been
across to Ad Astra House with us as female leaders), and Junior Fellowship is
continuing to meet on the third Sunday of each month. Please continue to
pray for our precious children and young people, that they grow stronger in
their journeys to and with God, seeking the plans He has for their lives.
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My Memories of Jesus’ walk with Me
Mike Shingler
Ruth started to ask people to give their testimony (as part of a drive by the
Methodist Church) to get others to speak about their lives with Jesus. This started
me thinking about my work with Him. I think the first time I heard about Jesus was
when I was taken to a Gospel Hall Sunday school at about the age of eight. Here I
heard the stories told from the New Testament along with singing rousing songs
about how He had saved us.
I think I went along for about six months before I was taken to join the Life Boys, the
junior section of the Boys Brigade. There they like the members to attend the church
the Brigade was attached to, so I started in the Baptist Church Sunday school each
Sunday Afternoon. Looking back, I think it was when I was 11 I was taken to a funeral
of a Great Aunt of my Mothers, standing by the grave I could not understand why
these Christian Ladies were crying for the Aunt that had died. They had told me she
was a great Christian, surely in my mind they should have been praising her journey
to heaven as I thought that is where she wanted to go at the end of her life.
Back in the Sunday school I learnt more about Christ and his life and saving grace.
Then when I was 13, I moved on into the Boys Bible Group. This was a new
adventure as the group was made up of boys up to the age of 16/17 instead of being
all about the same age. Now we had to read for ourselves the bible passages we
were studying and talk about them. Our leader was one of the Boys Brigade officers
(I having moved up to the company section at 11). He would take a passage and
send us away to read it, examine it and find out all we could about it. But there was
a ‘But’, half were to look at it from the Bible and the other half to try and disprove
the story. The 45 minutes we had could get quite heated at times but never was the
Bible passage disproved by any of our studies. This came in useful later on. Many
times as a family we took our turn at cleaning the church and if I looked at the big
brass cross at the front I was sure I could see a face in it, but on cleaning it there
was nothing until it was put back and I stepped away, I thought that it was Christ
looking at me.
When I was 17 I moved to Shropshire continuing in the Brigade at Wellington, now
in the Methodist Church. As I was now one of the young leaders I had to assist in
the Brigade Bible classes, (I had attended these whilst in the Sunday school in
London). Upon becoming of age to become an officer I took instruction first to be
Baptised (the baptist church only dedicate children till they are old enough to be
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Baptised by full immersion), also taking instruction for full membership of the
church. This was a difficult thing to do as I was away in South Wales on a BT training
course, so had to meet up and catch up on the odd weekend I was home.
So in July 1960 I gave my life to Christ. I look back now and think in my heart I had
done this many years before.
In 1967 I was posted to Market Drayton, moving in January 1968. I had only been in
my flat a few weeks when there was a knock on the door and standing there was
Rev Alan Jackson, I think I had meet him once when he had preached at Frogmore
Road which I had started to attend, as it was difficult to return to Wellington every
Sunday as I was on call for work.
Alan came in sat down and told me my membership had been transferred to the
circuit and as I had led and spoken at the Brigade Bible Classes in Wellington I could
lead worship here, I put you on the next plan, you haven't anything booked. So my
preaching in the Market Drayton Circuit started in April 1968. I wasn’t recognised as
a local preacher but preached in all the chapels and Frogmore Road. I did not know
anything about training or recognition. I preached around until 1984 when I found
it had become difficult to settle myself as it was making me ill to go to the chapels
(turned out I had a stomach ulcer that was causing the trouble). At this time I
worshipped around the area in different churches, coming back into the Methodist
Church towards the end of the time of Rev Doug Savill here in Market Drayton. I
started getting involved more on the arrival of Rev David Cooper. We had a trainee
minister spending time in the circuit with David, Steve Lindridge, we had Steve come
to tea and got talking about my previous preaching. During the meal he said that
God would call me back.
I think it was about a week later, on the Saturday evening, we had a prayer and
praise evening with Rev Graham Horsley as the speaker. I had gone down early to
make sure the mics were working and the PA set up. Barbara came and along with
Gail Ackerley we sat in the third row from the front and in the middle of the row.
We had a wonderful evening of praise, prayer and teaching from Graham. As we
came to an end and Graham started the blessing he stopped and said God had told
him there were people here who he was calling to, I can’t remember one of them,
but one was for children’s work and one was for preaching. I thought I was being
set up by Steve and David. I stood there and said to myself No I was not going
forward, my feet felt like divers’ boots. Barbara was to one side of me and Gail to
the other, the chairs in our row were full as was the row in front and behind, the
next thing I knew was I was sitting on the empty front row tears streaming down
my face. Steve came to sit and pray with me, (one of the others called was Jane
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Hughes for Children’s work). After the service David said I think you should come
and see me, there started my training for Local Preaching. On the way home I asked
Barbara if I had passed her on the way to the front, I certainly could not have
climbed over the chairs, next morning I asked Gail if I had passed her to get out of
the row, the answer from both was no. To this day I can only say that if God wants
you he can do miracles. Barbara also told me she had heard a voice tell her to pray
for Mike as she walked down Shrewsbury Road to the church before the service.
I was back preaching in the chapels that were left in the circuit. November 1997 saw
me recognised in a service in Market Drayton, at the service I was given a book of
Easter Sermon’s by Tom Wright, a few days after the service I was off on holiday to
New Zealand and Australia. Now a book of sermons is not many people’s choice of
reading for the flights but I had started to read the first one before we left and had
been drawn into the writing which by the time I boarded the first flight I was up to
the third sermon. Settling myself down to the dread of this journey my first major
flight I turned the page to continue and there in Large print, bold I think was a simple
message:

Jesus came to take away all fear!
Well that stopped me reading and started me thinking, if Jesus came to take away
all fear, what was I afraid of? If something happened and I died, my hope was to go
to Heaven, if nothing happened then I was on my way to wonderful adventure, no
more worry about the journey, Christ was with me. I came back full of this 2nd
experience of God’s power and love.
In 1999 we went to Romania to help build a day room at an old people’s complex.
We weren't able to complete the work and decided that they needed lights in the
room as we know it gets dark in the winter. So 5 of us got ready to go. Roy Aldcroft
and 3 others were going to take an ambulance for the mine and I was going with
Barbara to do the electrical work, or so I understood. Barbara was not going, in her
mind, but I knew God had plans, as about 2 weeks earlier I had a vision of opening
our bedroom curtains in Romania and seeing the street outside full of snow and
turning to Barbara and telling her it had snowed. I had booked the ferry and a B&B
for both of us on the way, Barbara was still not going until the Sunday when June
Aldcroft preached in Market Drayton and all Barbara’s objections were flattened,
she came and broke the barrier between the women and the men.
Many times I have been stuck for how to bring God’s word to people when out of
nowhere a word comes which turns into a service. There was once when we were
on a cruise at Christmas and nothing had been organised by the ship a couple on
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our dinner table suggested that we should sing a carol at least to show the rest it
was Christmas. So at the Christmas eve dinner the six of us at the table sang a carol
before we ate dinner. At the end of the meal one of the ladies turned to Barbara
and asked if she could borrow me. This lady had a problem with alcohol, but she
was a very intelligent women, a solicitor and barrister. So Barbara told her she could.
We went to one of the lounges, after she had got herself another drink she started
a discussion on the Bible from Genesis to Revelation non-stop for an hour,
questioning me on why to believe and my beliefs. I had no idea to start with how to
answer her but a short prayer and afterwards I knew the Lord had been with me. It
has been like this as I look back at the difficult times we have had and in the happy
times He has been there walking with me. One thing I know he sent a lady to live
next door to me to be my friend and partner and has blest us in many things.
I hope this has not bored you but encourage you to look to Him and trust Him in the
good and the difficult times.
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BRIEF BIBLE BIOGRAPHIES

MARY
Rev. Paul Clapham
Considering how important Jesus
became, it is surprising how little
we know about his mother.
Having said that, how much do we
know about the mother of
Alexander
the
Great
or
Christopher Columbus? Maybe
the problem is that by the time the
son has become famous, the
mother is either dead or old.
However, in the case of our Lord,
we know that Mary was present at
the cross when Christ was
crucified, and that she was with
the disciples at the time of
Pentecost. Since John the Apostle
adopted Mary as his mother at the
time of the crucifixion, one would
expect more anecdotal narrative
about her in his Gospel. But there
is essentially very little.
Luke’s Gospel gives us the fullest
picture of Mary as a mother; but it
is Matthew’s Gospel which

includes any mention of her
husband Joseph in any way at all.
Maybe Matthew, with his taxcollector’s perspective, was more
aware than the others of the
implications of infidelity, of a
broken engagement, of the
repayment of the “bride price”.
Under the circumstances Joseph
would have been entitled to
receive back what he had paid,
plus as much again. It was no small
matter that he did not insist on his
rights.
The speed with which Joseph
disappears from the story,
suggests that by the time of Jesus’
ministry, he was dead. Tradition
also supports this. According to
the custom of the time he would
have been considerably older than
Mary; she was probably little more
than a young teenager.
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The account in Luke suggests a
placid girl who was quite prepared
to accept anything, no matter how
life-destroying it might have been.
However, considering that Jesus
would have learned the basics of
his education and religion at
home, and that for at least part of
that time she was a single parent,
she was obviously more than an
invisible housekeeper. It would

have been she who recounted to
him the circumstances of his birth,
who ensured as far as possible that
he had an education appropriate
to her understanding of his future
destiny. How much did she invest
in teaching and encouraging her
oldest son? How bitter then it
must have been for her to have
been present at the crucifixion.
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New Beginnings
Carolyn Lawrence
How things have changed since this time last year! As restrictions have
eased it’s wonderful that we are now able to meet together and to sing
together in church. Many families are now celebrating all the events that
were postponed during the lockdowns. Others are still trying to come to
terms with some of the losses and difficulties of the past 18 months.
For Mark and myself, this has been a year of big changes moving to
Market Drayton and getting settled in our new home, church, town and
county. As I write this, we already feel really at home and are excited
about all that God has in store for us all in the coming years.
An often quoted poem at the beginning of a New Year is ‘The Gate of the
Year’ by Minnie Louise Haskins. It was written in 1908 under the title
‘God knows’ and came to the attention of the public when King George
VI quoted it in his Christmas speech in 1939. You can find the whole poem
on the internet but the most quoted part is the beginning:
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.

I love this poem as it reminds me that at the beginning of any year, we do
not know what lies ahead, but as we walk into an unknown future, we
walk with a known God who has gone ahead of us and walks with us, no
matter what the circumstances of our lives.
I don’t know what plans you have for 2022 but I imagine we are all hoping
and praying that we can continue our move towards our new normality
and enjoy all the postponed events planned for the year ahead!
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At Christmas, we will celebrate again that in Jesus, God came to earth to
live as one of us: to experience our trials, our joys and our sorrows and
ultimately to die for us and our salvation. As we trust in the death and
resurrection of Jesus, we can each know and experience his peace and
strength in our lives. We can have that assurance of his presence with us
no matter what we face and there is always hope for the future no matter
how bleak things may appear.
I close with the chorus of an old hymn which was sung in practically every
service during our visit to Brazil just before the first lockdown – and I pray
that the words will bring you encouragement and hope today and for the
year to come:
Because he lives, I can face tomorrow;
Because he lives, all fear is gone
Because I know he holds the future;
And life is worth the living just because he lives.
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See marketdrayton.foodbank.org.uk for an up-to-date list of what is and
isn’t currently needed. We will be posting a calendar on our social
media pages at the beginning of November with suggestions for what
you could collect which you can print off and stick to your box.
If you would like to add something a little extra special – consider a
Christmas Treat or a local supermarket gift card or voucher that the
foodbank can send out to a family with their parcel.
Gluten free and reduced sugar items are also appreciated.
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Dates for your diary
AMC Church Council – Monday 15th November
Christingle Service – Sunday 5th December, 4pm (no 10.30am service)
Nativity Service – Sunday 19th December, 10.30am
Covenant Service – Sunday 9th January, 10.30am

Market Drayton Methodist Church
Wednesday Communions – Resuming 27th October at 11am.
Further dates: 24th November, 26th January, 23rd February
Early morning prayer meeting – Thursdays at 6.30am
Songs of Praise – Sunday 7th November, 3.30pm
Traditional Carol Service – Sunday 19th December, 4pm
Covenant Service – Sunday 2nd January, 10.30am
Prayer Morning – Saturday 8th January, 9am-12noon
Worship at 6 – Sunday 9th January, 6pm

COMMUNITY/ECUMENICAL EVENTS
Remembrance Sunday – 14th November
Drive in Carols at Morrisons – Sunday 12th December
Christmas Eve Service – to be held at St. Marys Market Drayton,
details TBC

ashleymethodist.co.uk

MDMC.org.uk
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