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Dear Friends, 

We continue to thank God for His working amongst us welcoming old and new 
friends into our fellowship together. 

In this magazine you will see (if you have a hardcopy or attached, if it’s online) 
an exciting date for your diary. 

We are blessed to have the team from Aldersgate Renewal Ministries visiting us 
the weekend of 30th June to 2nd July. This will be a wonderful opportunity to 
encounter some Bible teaching on the Holy Spirit and to have the opportunity 
to experience Him in our lives. You will see from the leaflet that this church 
weekend is an exciting timetable of teaching, worship and fellowship together. 
I do pray that you will sign-up. 

Also, another date for your diary will be Saturday 15th July. This is our church day 
out over at Llandudno. It will be a lovely sunny day (he says in faith!) and we’re 
going to have fun on the beach together and then mid-afternoon have an open-
air service and some baptisms in the sea! Yes, what a wonderful opportunity to 
invite friends, work colleagues and family to this witness. It you haven’t been 
baptised yet by full-immersion let me know and I’ll add you to the list. 

Also, in this magazine you will find the Ashley & MDMC vision statements. There 
is a common bond! 

Before all that, of course, we will celebrate the death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus. 

We will be having a Tenebrae service again and working through the Biblical 
narrative of that first Holy Week. This time of year offers us again the 
opportunity to journey with Jesus towards the cross, the tomb and then bursting 
forth through death in to everlasting life! 

As we are told, “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first-
fruits of those who have fallen asleep. “ (1 Corinthians 15:20) 

Only Jesus Christ has defeated death. Only He is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. Only He enables us to come to the Father. 

What a wonderful Saviour we have. All praise to Him for continuing to build 
His Church. All praise to Him that the gates of hell shall not prevail against us! 

Yours in the Risen Christ, 

Mark  
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‘DAD, TELL ME…’ 

This Christmas I received a lovely and quite unique present from my son, 
Jonathan.... The book is called ` DAD, TELL ME`.. A Give and Get Back Book. I 
suppose it is pretty close to a `diary`, but with a difference... On each page 
there is a heading e .g. About my memory of being a child. The page is 
subdivided with various questions regarding when I was born, where did I live, 
earliest recollections etc. 

It goes on to ask about my favourite day in the week, the year...  

Then there are sections on grandparents, parents ,siblings etc,  about growing 
up and becoming an adult , about becoming a father and what that meant, and 
there is even a section devoted to me telling something back to Jonathan, 
about his early years, and the things that have blessed me being his dad.... 

I have started to record items in the book, not necessarily page after page, but 
trawling through, and as I note the heading, let my memories come to the 
forefront. Already, it has become quite an emotional journey, as the headings 
on the pages stir the grey matter.  

What it has served to do, is make me realise just HOW blessed I have been, 
looking back on my childhood, my youth, my God blessed parents, the birth of 
my 3 children and the blessing they are....so many precious memories.... 

I`d be a liar if I didn`t say that the book has also stirred up past failings also, but 
It has served to remind me yet again, of a loving ,forgiving Heavenly  Father , 
and a God who has had His hand on my 75 years, and counting! 

The beauty of the book is that it is designed to give  back to Jonathan , so that 
he has a record , a treasure trove if you like, of my memories .... an 
opportunity to leave behind something of myself and hopefully, something 
that will bless my son....  

Paul Bishop  
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 BRIEF BIBLE BIOGRAPHIES  

ZEBEDEE 
Rev. Paul Clapham 

Just when life should have been 
getting easier - He had been proud 
when the new sign had gone up: 

“Zebedee and Sons, Fishermen, 
Galilee, Inc”.  

At last after all these years of carrying 
the load himself, James and John 
were finally taking an active role in 
the business and so he, Zebedee, 
would be able to step back, enjoy a 
game of golf occasionally and leave 
them to carry on.  

He had got it all planned, and then, 
that Jesus had come by, clicked his 
fingers, and the two lads had dropped 
their tools and just walked off the set. 
They had always been a bit hasty but 
really it was too much. Zebedee, the 
old man had to pay off the workers 
and do all the marketing. As if he 
hadn’t had enough work over his 
lifetime. He had built his own boat 
after starting by fishing from the 
shore. When he had managed to buy a 
second boat it was a red letter day. He 

planned that each of his sons should 
have a boat of their own, in time.  

With two boats that meant more 
problems and hassle. Another 
stomach ulcer. Workers to find; 
Health and safety; trade unions. Why, 
he had even had to fit life belts! 

So it was work, work, and yet more 
work. James and John meanwhile were 
gadding round Galilee and even, so he 
had heard, going as far as Phoenecia 
and Jerusalem. Capernaum and the 
Sea of Galilee had always been far 
enough for him.  

Now, if that wasn’t bad enough, his 
wife had gone off on the Jesus trail as 
well. Not only was he pulled out of the 
place with the boats, the nets, the 
fishing, the hired hands, the cleaning 
and gutting the catch and the selling, 
now when he went home, there was 
no fire, the place was dirty and he had 
even had to learn how to cook.  

Perhaps he would never have time to 
get a round of golf in.  

 

  

 

Read: Matthew 4 : 8 – 22, 10 : 2, 

20 : 20 – 28, 26 : 36 – 38,  
27 : 55 – 56 
Mark 1 : 19 – 20, 3 : 13 – 19,  
Luke 5 : 1 - 11 
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An Afternoon of Local Fellowship & Fun 

Margaret Maxwell 

In the middle of a spell of freezing January weather there was an oasis of 

warmth to be found on Wesleyan Road as Ashley Methodist Church 

played host to an afternoon of family fun organised by the ecumenical 

Open the Book team.  Young families were welcomed in to participate in 

a wide selection of table-top games and craft activities.  The children 

needed no encouragement to get stuck into the games, table football 

being particularly popular for the “boys” of all ages.  Other options ranged 

from Jenga and Connect 4 to Stacking Chairs.  Some of the adults were 

attracted to a game of Boggle which became quite competitive.  

Meanwhile two tables were scenes of creative industry 

as star shaped cookies were decorated and then taken 

to the kitchen to be baked while little lanterns were 

decorated to hold a battery-operated candle.  

The craft activities were based around the theme of the day – the visit of 

the wise men to see the Christ child in Bethlehem.  Although it was nearly 

a month since we celebrated Christmas we were still in the season of 

Epiphany. The time lag between Christ’s birth and the visit of the Magi 

from the east is not known exactly. It may have been as much as two years.   

So, after an hour or so of fun and games we 

all settled down to listen as the Open the 

Book team read and re-enacted the visit of 

the wise men who followed the star sent by 

God to guide them to the Messiah. First 

they visited the fearsomely wicked King 

Herod in his palace in Jerusalem (he was 

booed with relish by the audience); then 

the star took them to Bethlehem to a 

humble stable where they presented gifts 

and worshipped the baby Jesus Christ.  
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Afterwards the wise men were warned in a dream not to reveal the 

baby’s whereabouts to a jealous and deadly plotting Herod so they made 

their way home full of joy having found their Saviour.   

Rev. Mark Lawrence led us in prayers of 

thanks and praise for the gift of Jesus and for 

all the enjoyment and fellowship that we 

shared together that day.  Carolyn led us in 

singing about the love of God at dizzying 

speed.  The afternoon was rounded off with 

pizza, jelly, fruit drinks and plentiful cups of 

tea served by members of Ashley Methodist 

Church. 

Following Covid lockdown the idea of fun days for young families in our 

area was discussed at length by members of both the Anglican and 

Methodist Churches, with a real desire to attract younger people into our 

Christian community.  It is hoped that the connections made with our 

local schools by the Open the Book team (comprising members from both 

churches) will enhance the appeal of a fun day. 

The first of these events took place last 

July at St John’s, Ashley, when both 

indoor and outdoor activities were 

greatly enjoyed.  We saw an increase in 

attendance this time and we very much 

hope that this will be a growing trend for 

future events.  The OtB team is planning 

a treasure hunt in Loggerheads in May by 

which time, surely, the weather will be 

much kinder.  This will be followed by 

refreshments served from the Big Blue 

Bus. So watch out for the publicity, spread the word and make sure you 

get it in your diary.   
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Relationships 

Carolyn Lawrence 

During February we celebrated Valentine’s Day, an occasion to celebrate 
relationships, and also for some retailers to make a lot of money!   
Relationships of all kinds are vitally important and they all take working 
at – whether that be in a marriage, a parent/child bond, a friendship, or 
relationships within a church.  One of the keys to a successful relationship 
is good communication and the Bible gives us clear guidance on how we 
can ensure that discord is not allowed to fester amongst us.   

I read in Word for Today a while ago these helpful rules given to a 
congregation by a new pastor and they really resounded with me so I felt 
that it was good to share them with you all.   

1. If you have a problem with me, come and see me privately.  I’ll do 
the same for you. 

2. If someone else has a problem with me and comes to you, send 
them to me.  I’ll do the same for you.  

3. If someone won’t come to me, say, ‘Let’s go and see him 
together.’ I’ll do the same. 

4. Be careful how you interpret me – I’d rather do that.  It’s too easy 
to misinterpret intentions.  I’ll also be careful how I interpret you.  

5. If it’s confidential, don’t tell.  If you, or anyone else comes to me 
in confidence, I won’t tell, unless they are going to harm 
themselves, harm someone else, or a child or vulnerable adult has 
been physically or sexually abused.  I expect the same from you.  

6. I don’t read unsigned letters. 

7. I don’t manipulate.  I won’t be manipulated. Don’t let others 
manipulate you.  And don’t let others try to manipulate me 
through you. 

8. When in doubt, just say so. If I can answer without 
misrepresenting something or breaking a confidence, I will.  
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These can be summed up in the Golden Rule of Jesus, ‘Do to others 
whatever you would like them to do for you.’  Mark and I commend these 
rules to you and pledge to do what we can to keep our side of the deal 
and pray you will also extend us the same courtesy. 

It is our prayer that our churches will be places of good, open, honest 
communication and that no gossip, complaining or critical attitudes will 
be allowed to separate any of us or drive anyone away.  We want to have 
a reputation for being a church in which people feel safe from backbiting 
and here say and where each person is valued and treated with dignity. 

This takes a commitment from each 
one of us to refrain from negative 
speaking, to refuse to listen to 
negative speaking from others, to 
refuse to be easily offended by 
things others may say or do that we 
don’t like and to work together to 
be gracious, merciful and tolerant 
of each other. We need to 
remember that church is not 
primarily a place to have our own 
preferences and desires met but a 
place where our core desire is to 
glorify Jesus and bring others to 
know his great love.  We are not 
consumers but we are family and as 
such need to bear with one another 
in love. 

We also want to remind everyone that if you know of someone in the 
church family going through a difficult time for any reason, we would 
really like to know about it if they are happy for you to share it with us.  
We may not be able to get to visit everyone but we would love to be able 
to pray for you and to encourage the rest of the church family to pray as 
well so that we can support each other as much as possible.   

Blessings, Carolyn  
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Thoughts on Volunteering 
Colin Barthorpe 

I wrote this back in March 2022 and just filed it away, not knowing what to do with 

it. I wonder how much has changed in the last twelve months? Perhaps some food 

for thought? 

I watched the Livestream of At 6 on Sunday 13 March and the experience has made 

me want to say something. 

Something that the speaker Rev Graham Horsley said resonated with me. He argued 

that there was a need for us all to bring someone else, a non Christian to the church 

and that unless we did the future of the Church was bleak. That got me thinking! 

We, here in Market Drayton are not alone. Only this week, (29 March), an article in 

The Times suggested that, unless more volunteers came forward the Anglican, 

Catholic and Methodist Churches could all face extinction in the next 30 years. 

I have attended this Church since we came to live in Market Drayton in 1978. 

However, I only finally committed to become a member 4 years ago at the age of 

75. Until then I was only playing at being a Christian, occasionally attending a 

service, and certainly not getting involved in any capacity. It is only since then that I 

have begun to realise what it takes to run an organisation such as this Church. There 

is so much which needs to be done behind the scenes in order that we might enjoy 

its services and all the other activities. 

As I look around it is clear to me that there are already so many people who 

volunteer in so many capacities to keep the Church running. Many have 2/3/4 roles, 

mostly unseen behind the scenes in addition to those in more obvious roles such a 

local preachers, worship leaders, band members and readers. 

I also see those who have served in the past and have “done their bit” in the life of 

the Church and just want to come and enjoy the service. That is absolutely fine and 

thanks to them.   

However, I got to thinking “is that enough?” As Graham Horsley said, many church 

members are now in later life and yet some still continue to volunteer. But what 

happens when they are no longer there? 
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It never occurred to me, even when I became a member 4 years ago that someone 

would consider asking me to become a Church Steward or a Communion Steward. I 

was more than happy turn up on a Sunday morning to enjoy the music and watch 

all the young people dancing, singing and playing a part in Church life. Yet here I am 

fully involved and hopefully playing my part. Someone put their faith in me. 

I feel strongly that we owe it to our young people, and the community to keep this 

Church as lively and vibrant as it is, but sadly I think this will prove very difficult in 

the future without more people coming forward to take on roles within the Church. 

Look around at those serving coffee, or those preparing Communion, or those 

prepared to read. Look around at those running youth activities on Sundays or in 

mid week. How often are these the same people, undertaking one role one week, 

another the second week and even another the third week? 

Requests have gone out over the past few months, both in Newsletters and in 

Church for more volunteers. How many have come forward? My guess is not very 

many!! I wonder how many will come forward as a result of the leaflet recently 

prepared by the Church Council? I wonder how many will even read it? I won’t be 

holding my breath. 

Two extra people to come forward as a Steward, one extra couple to do Coffee, two 

extra couples to help with the preparation of Communion, one person prepared to 

become Church Treasurer, a couple more to help with youth activities, one person 

to help with the flower ministry would make such a difference. It wouldn’t be every 

week, in some cases maybe 3 or 4 times a year but it would make such a difference 

to those already undertaking these roles. None of these roles are particularly 

onerous or difficult. 

My hope, and my prayers are that some who will find it in their hearts to come 

forward and volunteer for one of these roles. It would make life so much easier for 

those already undertaking these roles, and will go a long way to securing the future 

of our wonderful church.  

Thank you. 

Visit mdmc.org.uk/serving to see just some of the volunteer roles we have in our 
churches - most of them apply to both MDMC & Ashley and please speak to a steward 
or Rev. Mark if you think you might be able to serve on one of the teams. 

http://mdmc.org.uk/serving/
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We have been well blessed at our Worship@6 meetings at MDMC over recent 

months, and we would really encourage you to put the dates in your diary for 

the coming meetings and come along to worship, pray, share testimony and 

hear the word preached by some wonderful preachers. Usually the 2nd Sunday 

in the month at MDMC at 6pm, although occasional changes to fit around school 

holidays or other church events.  

Next meeting:  

12th March – Speaker: Alice Young 

Youth & Student worker at St Philips Church, Chapel Street, Salford 

Upcoming dates for 2023: 

2nd April 

14th May – Prayer, Anointing and Testimony Service 

11th June 

9th July 

10th September – Prayer Anointing and Testimony Service 

8th October 

12th November – Speaker: Rev Ashley Cooper  

In our Prayer, Anointing and Testimony Service, all are welcome to come 

and Worship, share Testimony and receive Prayer and an Anointing with 

oil, be it for healing, for however you are serving God in your life, or simply 

to receive a prayer of blessing. 
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Over to you! What do you want to see? 

This is your magazine, we would love to hear from you, our members and 

congregations. Whether you’d like to share some family news, your favourite 

bible verse, or a hymn or prayer verse that is calling to you at the moment? Do 

you have a photo of something/somewhere local that we could feature on our 

front cover? Do you have a suggestion of something we could include? It 

would be lovely to receive a contribution from a different member of the 

church family for each issue. It doesn’t have to be a full testimony, but 

whatever is speaking to your heart to share! Please send any suggestions or 

contributions to me at circuitadmin@mdmc.org.uk  

 

The deadline for the Summer Messenger is Wednesday 3rd May. 

 

 

Bible Study at Ashley 

On Thursday 23rd February we started our Lent course, “Journeying through 

Lent towards Easter”. We meet at Ashley Methodist Church at 10-11.30am.  

A warm welcome awaits anyone who would like to give it a try. This is a very 

informal and inclusive group so do join us if you can.  

mailto:circuitadmin@mdmc.org.uk
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Any baby equipment or clothes (up to 5 years) in good 
condition would be gratefully received by Carolyn in advance of 
our giveaway on 9th March. Please let her have any donations. 

(we can’t accept car seats, mattresses or toys.) 
 

 
 
 

 

Baby Bank Giveaway – 9th March, 9-11am & 2-4pm – MDMC 

10K – 7th May 

Toddlers – Thursday’s, 9.45-11.15am & 1.15-2.45pm – MDMC 
Runs every Thursday during term time. 

Drop Off, Drop In – Wednesday’s, 8.45am-10am – The Zone 
Meeting during term time, drop in for a free hot drink and a chat after dropping 

the kids off at school. Speak to Carolyn for more details. 

Fellas – First Saturday of the month, 10am – The Zone 

Bring your kids, have a kick around and a chat over a bacon sandwich and a brew. 

Little Footprints – First Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm – The Zone 
A meeting place for parents who have experienced stillbirth, neonatal death or 

death in infancy, recently or in the past. Speak to Kat Williams for more details. 

  

Community Events - Dates for your diary 
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Good Friday Service  – 12pm 

Local Preacher Awards – Sunday 23rd April (during the service) 

Bible Study – Thursday’s at 10am 

Market Drayton Methodist Church 
Tenebrae Service – 7.30pm – Maundy Thursday (6th April) 

Easter Breakfast – following the 8am service, Sunday 9th April 

Easter Offering Service – 10.30am – 16th April 

Worship at 6 – 6pm – 12th March, 2nd April, 14th May 

Songs of Praise – 3.30pm – 26th March, 23rd April, 28th May 

Wednesday Communions –11am – last Wednesday of the month 

Early Morning Prayer Meeting: every Thursday 6.30-7am 

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries – 30th June – 2nd July 

Church Day Out – 15th July, Llandudno 

Encounter @ Hinstock Chapel 

Worship & Prayer – 3pm – 5th, 19th Mar, 2nd, 16th Apr, 7th, 21st May 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

ashleymethodist.co.uk 
  

Mdmc.org.uk/hinstockchapel MDMC.org.uk
 


